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From the Rector

Abiding in Christ’s Love
By Fr. Samuel Nsengiyumva

Some of the most profound words Jesus said to his disciples are
those he said before he was killed in Jerusalem. He knew very well
that his time had come to an end and needed to prepare his disciples
for what was to come. In John 15:9-11, he said:

“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you, abide in my love.
If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as |
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to
you so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”

These words of Jesus have been a great source of comfort for me following the sudden
death of my mother who did not have a chance to say something to me before she died. I
had been very much looking forward to spending time with her during my upcoming sab-
batical but my timing was a few months off.

The greatest sense of comfort has been the experience of abiding in Christ’s love flowing
through my brothers and sisters in Christ. As soon as I shared the news that my mother
had breathed her last, I started receiving phone calls, text messages, emails, donations,
and many other expressions of love. Perhaps the most impactful forms of support were
the many prayers that were offered on our behalf. The impact of those prayers began to
be felt almost immediately. As soon as Bishop Justin finished praying with me, I was
able to find air tickets for about 50% the normal cost. Then followed the safe travels and
seamless planning and conduct of my mother’s celebration of life. Everything went ac-
cording to plan or much better than originally planned.

I believe that the words of Jesus are not just for times of grief but for all times. They are
as relevant in good times as they are in tough times. Let us, therefore, strive to abide in
his love by loving one another, in word and action, so that our joy may always be com-
plete.

Even as I continue to grieve my mother’s sudden departure from this life, I find great
comfort and strength in the love that continues to flow through my brothers and sisters.
By abiding in that enduring love, I am able to sing, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!



Light the Path Thrift Store Update

As of now, many of you are aware that with con-
sent from the Vestry, the School Board estab-
lished a task force to plan and operate a local
thrift store that had closed, to raise funds for the
school. The rationale for a Thrift Store was that
the current sources of funding — scholarships, do-
nations, fundraisers, grants, church support, etc.,
were not sufficient to keep up with the rising cost
of operating our school. We needed other sources
of income.

In early May, an agreement was signed that al-
lowed us to lease the building that houses the
Thrift Store and acquire all the inventory in the
building. Immediately, the work of getting the
store ready for operation begun. This involved
cleaning the inside and outside of the building, =
cleaning and organizing the existing inventory, utilities, registration, etc. Thanks to the
efforts of the members of the task force and a few dedicated volunteers, the store 1s about
70% ready for opening. The process of hiring the store manager is almost complete and
June 26 has been designated as a potential date for a soft opening.

e s

As anyone can imagine, taking on
such a task is not easy. It requires a
lot of time, talent, and great pa-
tience. We are grateful to God for
the most dedicated and talented peo-
ple on our task force and a few vol-
| unteers who have gotten us where
we are. Our friends Bud and Lynn
| Kirby from St. Columba Episcopal
Church in Marathon drove their RV
and spent a whole week spending at
least 10 hours on cleaning, organiz-
" ing, and fixing things that needed to
=~ be fixed.
: s =2 That said, these wonderful men and
women cannot do all that needs to be done to get the store ready. We need more hands.




While we understand that many of you are al-
ready committed to other good causes, we hope
you will share our story with as many people as
possible. Soon we will be producing brochures,
cards and flyers about the store that we hope you
can share with your friends and neighbors.
Meanwhile please pray that God will bring more
volunteers to help in what we believe is noble
work. Indeed, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to

the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into
his harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38.




From the Senior Warden

Fr. Samuel’s Sabbatical & Pastoral Care:
In my previous Senior Warden’s input to the Tidings, I mentioned
that Fr. was going on a six-week sabbatical, but I need to make a
correction and say that in fact, Fr. is going on a 9-week sabbatical
from July 8 to September 8. His last Sunday before the sabbatical
will be July 5 and his first Sunday when he returns will be Septem-
==, ber 13. Fortunately, we have a wonderful group of clergy and pa-

g rishioners who will be stepping in to fill the gaps during Fr. Sam-
f uel’s time away.

Robin Michell, Karen Hammen, Gisselle, and Fr. Samuel met last
&Wi week to lay out the coverage during Fr. Samuel’s sabbatical.
Please take a look at the mformatlon on the next page, so you know who to contact in case of a
Pastoral Care emergency or request. Our hope is to make Pastoral Care run as smoothly as pos-
sible in Fr. Samuel’s absence. If you are unsure who to contact, call Gisselle at the church
office during office hours (M-TH: 9am-2pm), and she will be happy to direct you to the
right person.

Light the Path Thrift Store

The second thing I want to highlight is the new Light the Path Thrift Store. The contract for the
Thrift Store was signed on May 11. Over the past few weeks Fr. Samuel’s friends from The
Keys, Lynn and Bud, spent over 10 hours a day straightening, cleaning, clearing, and reorganiz-
ing the thrift store with the help of our volunteers from Holy Trinity. They provided us with
much needed advice and support on this new venture for our school. Additionally, Dennis
Ritchie, a retired building construction contractor, serves as the task force leader. Dennis will be
at the June 18 Vestry meeting. All parties that are interested in the Thrift store are welcome to
attend the meeting to ask questions or just hear what Dennis has to say about the progress of the
Thrift store, such as cleanup efforts, status of the store, and the need for volunteers. The Thrift
Store will have a soft opening sometime in June, and a grand opening in the Fall.

Vestry & Ministry Meetings

Y our ministry teams and vestry members are dedicated to serving God, and their meetings offer
opportunities for you to connect personally with your fellow parishioners and strengthen the
church’s bond in service to our Lord. We would be honored and delighted if you could attend
any of our ministry meetings to ask questions and share your inputs. For the dates and times of
our ministry meetings, please contact Gisselle in the church office at (352) 787-1500.

There’s a lot going on; be sure to have a look at all the articles in this month’s Tidings.
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For Pastoral Care we welcome you to contact:

1. Robin Michell
(203)512-1734 | RobinMichell@yahoo.com

If Robin is not available:

2. Karen Hammen
(262)617-9641 | Karen Hammen@yahoo.com

3. Rob Soeldner
(978)895-6937 | rmsoeldner@gmail.com

Types of requests/needs include Last Rites, Sudden Death,
Ministration to the Sick, Home/Hospital Visitation,
Non-emergencies, Prayer shawls,
Homebound Communion, etc.

If you don’t receive a response in a timely manner, please
call the church office Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm and
Gisselle will reach out accordingly.

352-787-1500 | office@holytrinityfp.com

Suggestion: Please print this list so you may refer to it in Fr. Samuel’s absence. This list will
also be included in our weekly bulletin and eNews.


mailto:RobinMichell@yahoo.com
mailto:Karen_Hammen@yahoo.com
mailto:rmsoeldner@gmail.com
mailto:office@holytrinityfp.com

Ministry News

INVITE WELCOME CONNECT

May’s Tidings focused on inviting people to church. This month, we ask the next important
question: how do we help visitors feel truly welcome?

How We Welcome Visitors:

o Ushers greet visitors at the door.

o The priest welcomes them during announcements.

« They receive a visitor packet and an invitation to coffee hour.

o After their first visit, they receive a note from the IWC Committee & an email from Fr.

Samuel.

These are meaningful first steps, but belonging grows over time. Each of us can help by making
newcomers feel seen, known, and included. Often, a simple introduction, a friendly question, or
connecting someone with a shared interest can make all the difference.

Holy Trinity Church and School Picnic

on of

Fa s

More than sixty people attended the forth annual church and school

Eicnic for an afterno
fellowship, school tours, student displays, a trivia competition, and musical entertainment. The
trivia contest engaged both the participants and the audience, as spectators cheered on their
teams while trying to guess the correct answer themselves. If you asked four-year-old Ryan,
grandson of Deb and Mike Lally, what the best part of the trivia competition was, he would say
“ringing the buzzer.”

The afternoon featured a performance by The Elderly Brothers, a barbershop quartet which in-
cluded Holy Trinity’s own Don Hausmann. This was the quartet’s third and final picnic appear-
ance before retiring. They invited Fr. Samuel to join them for their closing song, Everybody

Wants to go to Heaven, but Nobody Wants to Die.
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The Men’s Group served hot dogs, hamburgers, and BBQ chicken, and the attendees provided
side dishes and desserts. Special thanks to the HTES LEOs for helping with setup and cleanup.

In collaboration with Rob Soeldner, a member of
The Episcopal Church’s Veteran and Armed
Forces Advisory Committee, and the Men’s
Group, the IWC helped plan several meaningful
activities at Holy Trinity in observance of Military
Appreciation Month and Memorial Day. These
events provided our church family with an oppor-
tunity to remember, honor, and express gratitude
for the men and women who have served and con-

tinue to serve our country.



On Saturday, American flags were placed on veterans’ graves in the
cemetery and throughout the courtyard. On Sunday, a special bulle-
tin honored those who served our country, followed by a tribute and
prayer in the courtyard between services and a patriotic pancake
breakfast.

Two tribute tables honoring veterans were on display in the Parish
Hall. One featured a “Missing Man Table,” which is a solemn sym-
bolic arrangement accompanied by an explanation of the meaning
behind each item on the table. The other recognized all branches of

SMALL TABLE EXPLAINED:

The small table occupies a place of dignity and honor near
the head table. It is set for one, symbolizing the fact that
members of our corps are missing from our ranks, They are
referred to as prisoners of war and missing in

action. We call them comrades.

This table, set for one, is small, symbolizing the frailty of
one prisoner, alone against his or
her suppressors.

The tablecloth is white, symbolic of the purity of their in-
tentions to respond to their nations call to bear arms.

The single rose in the vase, signifies the blood that many have shed in sacrifice to ensure
the freedom of our beloved United States of America.

The rose also reminds us of the family and friends of our missing comrades who keep the
faith, while awaiting their return.

The yellow ribbon on the vase represents the yellow ribbons worn on the lapels of the
thousands who demand with unyielding determination, a proper accounting of our
comrades who are not among us tonight.

A slice of lemon on the plate reminds us of their bitter fate. The salt sprinkled on the plate
reminds us of the countless fallen tears of families as they wait.

The glass inverted -they cannot toast with us this night. The chair is empty -they are not here.

The candle is reminiscent of the light of hope which lives in our hearts to illuminate their
way home, away from their captors, to the open arms of a grateful nation.
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This is your personal invitation to our next meeting on June 5 from 10:00 to 11:30 AM in
Grace Chapel.

Judy Gygi, Ministry Leader

Recipes by Pat Fleming

Chocolate Cherry Pie

2 9 inch chocolate pie crusts 8 ounce cream cheese

1 cup powdered sugar 21 ounce cherry pie filling

2 80z Cool Whips 1 72 cups semi sweet mini chocolate chips

Maraschino cherries to garnish

-Beat the softened cream cheese with powdered sugar until fluffy and smooth
-Gently add in the cherry pie filling

-Fold in cool whip until combined

-Fold in 1 cup of the mini chips

-Divide filling between the two crusts

-Top with cool whip and sprinkle with a few mini chips

Thrift Store Volunteers Needed

Robin/Dennis have agreed to open/close the Light the Path Thrift Store to help organize and get
ready for our grand opening. You can volunteer for 1, 2, 3 or more hours at the Thrift store.
All help is greatly appreciated.

We will be there:

6/8 -9-11 6/13-9-11:30 6/18 -12-3
6/9 -11-1 6/15-9-3 6/19 - 10-3
6/10 - 9:30-11 6/16 - 9-3 6/20 - 9-3

6/11 — CLOSED 6/17 - 9-3

6/12 - 10-12 6/18 -12-3

WHAT’S INVOLVED? Clean the glass of picture frames and framed art, washing glasses &
dishes, marking prices on items already washed and setting them on shelves (all price lists pro-
vided), sorting & pricing clothing items

WHERE IS THE THRIFT STORE?
Address: 619 N. Dixie Ave, Fruitland Park. The store’s current sign says The Good News Thrift
Store. Use the dedicated parking lot. Come on in! Ignore the ‘store is closed’ sign on door.

Many hands make light work and we are so close..... THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR
BLESSING US WITH YOUR TIME & EFFORT! Questions? Please email Robin Michell at
robinmichell@yahoo.com.
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WOMENS BOOK CLUB -- JUNE MEETING

Friday, June 26, 2:00-4:00PM

Location: Debbie Siver’s , 2947Bureau Path. The Villages
RSVP: Judy Gygi text: (407)461-5647 or
email: jgygi2876@gmail.com

i)

Featured Book: The Personal Librarian  Published: January 2021 L I B R A R 'A N“_:

(available in these formats: hardback, paperback, Kindle, audio CD and Audiobook

A Movel

Belle da Costa Greene is a light-skinned Black woman who passes as white and becomes J. O B L
P. Morgan’s personal librarian for the newly established Pierpont Morgan Library in 1906. MARIE BENEDICT

Over the years, she skillfully acquires and curates Morgan’s collection of rare books, VICTORIA
CHRISTOPHER MURRAY

manuscripts, and art, eventually becoming indispensable to both him and his family.
Although there is a mutual attraction between Belle and Morgan, she chooses not to pursue

a relationship. After Morgan's death in 1913, he provides for her in his will, and she remains
in her role at the library.

Join us for fun, fellowship, and lively discussion about the book!

All women of Holy Trinity and their friends are invited to attend

int N ] ht
| ,fg'z”d;giser ?

HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

FRIDAY June 26" 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
2201 Spring Lake Rd, Fruitland Park, FL 34731

$30 Per Person
Price includes an 11x14 canwvas, plastic apron, and
painting supplies needed.

Refreshments will be served!
Seating is limited; registration is required.

Please scan the QR code and complete the
information and send the email. Or email
ptgeventshtes@gmail.com to RSVP.




WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

DATES AND BOOKS

e Monthly (4t Friday) 2:00 - 4:00 PM
e Rotating locations in hostess homes

Date Book Author
5/22/26 |Island of Sea Women Lisa See
6/26/26 | The Personal Librarian Marie Benedict
7/24/26 | Twelve Extraordinary John MacArthur

Women: How God Shaped
Women of the Bible and What
He Wants to Do with You
8/28/26 Girl with a Pearl Earring Tracy Chevalier
9/25/26 |Ordinary Grace William Kent Krueger
10/23/26 |When Breath Becomes Air Paul Kalanithi

No meeting in Nov. due to Thanksgiving Holiday

12/11/26* | The Briar Club Kate Quinn
1/22/27 The Frozen River Ariel Lawhon
2/26/27 The Great Alone Kristin Hannah
3/26/27 Killing England Bill O'Rielly

*special date for holiday celebration in Parish Hall

Pl ahead to-join us!

Friends are always welcome



School News

Holy Trinity Graduation

Congratulations to the Students of Holy Trinity Episcopal School Class of 2026!

At Holy Trinity Episcopal School, we believe every student has God given gifts worth discover-
ing. The school serves students with unique abilities and learning needs through small classes,
personalized instruction, and a deeply supportive faith-based environment. At Holy Trinity, we
don't just educate — we equip students to live with confidence and purpose.

This year's graduating class is going on to pursue careers in real estate, take classes in phlebot-
omy at Lake County Technical College, attend South Eastern University through dual enroll-
ment, attend school to be a utility lineman, volunteer as a mentor in schools, be a para-profes-
sional at Lake Hills Academy, and work in the retail environment with the goal of becoming a
TSA agent at an airport.

CONGRATULATIONS

Gavin Skinner Lucas Pell
(Valedictorian) (Salutatorian)

Lorenzo Burkett Reagan Decker Morgan Fitzgerald
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@ [CHIPOTLE

Come support
Holy Trinity Episcopal Schoo]

Saturday, June 13TH 2-3PM
508 U.S.27/441, LADY LAKE, FL, 32159

Scan QR code to download flyer
and present it at check out.
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Beyond Holy Trinity

/HTEC School Tutor Program \

If you or someone you know wants to
make a real difference in a child’s life,
please call (913) 558-2636 or email:
jimkelly8143@gmail.com.

No formal academic certification is re-
quired. Tutor training and instructional

materials are provided. Snowbirds are

Qelcome. -Jim Kelly

COED CURSILLO

HE LO

O
N

PHILIFFEAMS 4:4

)

You are invited to a COED Cursillo #138
July 24-26, 2026

At San Pedro Spiritual Development Center
95 Bishop Grady Lane

Winter Park, FL. This weekend retreat is a
chance to turn off the world and get to know
Jesus Better. Flyers are available in Parish
Hall. Please call David Mullholland, Cur-
sillo Committtee Member (813) 335-1793
for more information.
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Salvation Army Food
Donations

If you would like to help, the Outreach com-
mittee is asking you all to con-
tribute to the Salvation Army
food bank by making deposits
of nonperishable food in the
Little Red Wagon at the front
of the church on Sundays. Thank you!

Used Laptops & Smartphones
If you have a used smartphone/laptop you
don’t need, please consider donating it to
Taraja Resource Network, Inc. Taraja is a
non-profit organization founded by Fr. Sam-
uel that seeks to break the cycle of poverty
in the African Great Lakes Region through
education, micro-enterprise, mentoring and
networking. One of the ways Taraja helps
poor students in Rwanda and Uganda is by
donating new or used laptops/smartphones
to help them with online research. If you
have a used one you can donate, please let
Fr. Samuel know so he can take it when he
visits Rwanda in June. Smartphones must be
unlocked from the original carrier, reset to
factory settings and where applicable, re-
moved from the owners Apple account.


mailto:jimkelly8143@gmail.com

Upcoming Events

School CHIPOTLE Fundraiser Saturday, June 13
Women’s Book Club Meeting Friday, June 26
School Paint Night Fundraiser Friday, June 26
Annual Golf Benefit Monday, October 19

iod

= Thank you to our Event Sponsor:

e r4
@ BIACKSTON FINANCIAL ADVISORY GROUP [l
3 YOour TOTA ADYV SORS

| GOLF BENEFIT 5

Proceeds will provide financial aid to
students with learning differences.

Registration for the 2026 Annual School Golf Benefit is now OPEN! Flyers are available

in Parish Hall or visit HolyTrinitySchoolGolf.com to register online. Contact Gisselle at
the church office for questions or further details. Thank you for your continued support!

(Wednesday Bible Study: "Our Wednesday Bible Study is now on summer hiatus \
but will return at the end of September. As we invite, welcome and connect” with others
over the next couple of months, we offer Almighty God these words: Heavenly Father,
thank you for the insights and truths we have shared with one another over this past year.
As we depart on summer break may the Holy Spirit guide us and help us carry your
teachings into our daily lives. May our hearts remain open to your Word and may we
continue to grow in faith. We ask this in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

N y

Adult Sunday School: Join us in the Chapel every Sunday at 9:15AM for our Adult
Sunday School. Food from Fellowship Hour is welcome!
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Contact Information

Clergy

The Rev. Samuel Nsengiyumva — Rector
rector@holytrinityfp.com

Cell: 920-226-0050

The Rev. Dr. Janice Gordon-Barnes —
Assisting Priest
janice.gordonbarnes@yahoo.com

The Rev. Dr. James Jones — Assisting Priest
jamesjones1454@outlook.com

The Rev. Charlie Perrin — Deacon
charlie-perrin@outlook.com

The Rev. Dick LaBud — Deacon
rjlabud@gmail.com

Staff:

Gisselle Martinez — Office Admin.

Kathy Wolfe - Bookkeeper

Sharon Redding — Music Director

Lori Clark — Housekeeping

Becca Coulter, Head of School
beoulter@htepiscopalschool.org

Seth Trees, HTES Operations Coordinator
strees@htespiscopalschool.org

Contact Information:
Email: office@holytrinityfp.com
Website: https://www.holytrinityfp.com/

FB: www.facebook.com/holytrinityfruitlandpark

Office Hours:
Monday — Thursday 9:00am — 2:00pm

In-Person & Livestream Services:

Saturday 4:15pm (Sanctuary) (Nov-April)
Sunday 8:00am (Sanctuary)

Sunday 10:30am (Sanctuary)(FBLive)
Wednesday Healing 11:30am (Chapel)(FBLive)

Vestry:
Jim Kelly — Sr. Warden
jimkelly8143@gmail.com | 913-558-2636

Elizabeth Knowles — Jr. Warden
ejknowles6 1 @yahoo.com | 352-504-7360
Russ Casson - Treasurer
rfcasson@embargmail.com | 352-255-2234
Mark Welton - Clerk
markwelton72@gmail.com | 845-220-6206
Karen Hammen
karen_hammen@yahoo.com | 262-617-9641
Judy Monin

moninjudy@gmail.com | 440-725-0973
Judy Gygi

1gygi2876(@gmail.com | 407-461-5647

Ed Hankwitz
ehankz@hotmail.com | 352-431-0921

Scott Pennington
skypilot513@yahoo.com | 352-396-9984

Ministry Leaders Contact Info:

If you wish to be involved in any of these roles, please contact the ministry leaders

Worship Assistants
Pat Casson: 352-406-9586
Twofus9600@aol.com

Bible Study
Rob Soeldner: 978-895-6937
rmsoeldner@gmail.com

Outreach
Jim Kelly: 913-558-2636
1imkelly8143@gmail.com

Altar Guild
Dianne Casson:352-787-
0508

Choir- Sharon Redding
352-267-6990
sredding 1 0(@comcast.net

Men’s Group
Sid Yee: 703-966-2615
sidney1949vee@gmail.com

dcasson(@embargmail.com
Adult Sunday School
Ron Whetsell: 817-368-4618

Invite Welcome Connect
Judy Gygi: 407-461-5647
1eyei2876(@gmail.com

Holy Hackers
Dave Aldrich: 203-258-9643
aldrichkp@gmail.com

rwhetsell04@yahoo.com
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